


Middlebrook PTA - Meeting Notes 9/19/11
PTA Officers:  

Miriam Wardzala:  President
Sara Jane Klingaman: 1st Vice President  
Gracie Sassano:  2nd Vice President

Pat Colello: 3rd Vice President
Julie Lagano:  Secretary

Virginia Green:  Treasurer

Welcome:  (Miriam)
· Welcome new and returning PTA members!

· Thank you to the prior board for their guidance and input to get this year started.

Call meeting to order, Pledge Of Allegiance:  (Julie)
Introduction of PTA Officers, Members, and Committee Leads (All)
Budget / Treasurer update:  (Virginia)
· Budget review and member vote for approval.

· Discussed Holiday Boutique, Lisa had questions that were addressed at the meeting. 

· Gift Wrap:  Jody / Kelly thought the budget might be off compared to last year and will speak to Virginia after the meeting.
· If any Committee Liaison still has a question on the budget please contact Virginia.

· Quorum was met.  Approval was requested and seconded.  The motion was carried and the budget was approved.

· 501C form is located in the PTA room.

· Tax exempt permit:  Those who are authorized to purchase on behalf of the PTA / must present the tax exempt form for all purchases.  PTA will not reimburse tax on any purchases. 
· Lisa Hughes expressed that Holiday Boutique requires large purchases to be made and sometimes vendors or timing at registers don’t allow her to get the tax exemption privilege and think in these cases people should be reimbursed for taxes incurred.  The Father’s Club also shared their concerns on not being reimbursed for taxes.  Sally Boske responded that there were solutions and shared the following after the meeting: 

· Setting up an account with the vendors.
· The current tax exemption letter was out dated and Sally Boske emailed a valid tax exemption letter 9/22/11.
· Use a Middlebrook check to pay for the purchase because some vendors require that the method of payment (check or credit card) match the tax exemption letter.  
· The executive committee will research and help to find a resolution
Principle Report: (Pat Colello)
· Power loss for 5 days due to Hurricane Irene, missed school days will be added on in June.
· 2 Digital Boards PTA provided were installed in the Computer Lab and Art Room.
· Computer Para position cut:  Mrs. Colello is monitoring impacts.

· Custodial Cuts discussed.  Only 2 hours of overtime allowed.  If someone out sick only garbage and bathrooms will be taken care of.  Extra curricular activities may be impacted as requires lots of overtime therefore Sponsors will need to pay custodial fees.  Mrs. Colello suggested PTA increase fee to cover events (i.e. Halloween party).

· All class sizes are under maximum.  No influx of new students.  468 students enrolled.   The 4 established classes for 1st grade and 2nd grade will remain as is, a 5th class is not needed.

Teacher Report:  (Eileen Piquette / Allison Iannacone)
· The Faculty thanks the PTA for the teacher luncheon prior to school opening, the treats on the 1st day, and the goody bags they are using in the class rooms (Agenda pads / folders etc.)

· CMT came back very solid.  Mrs. Colello met with each student to review their results.

· Teachers are looking for the PTA to purchase homework wall charts that match the student planners for the classroom.  A motion was made to approve up to $300 and seconded.  The motion was carried and approved.  Final costs being confirmed.  Update– The PTA purchased 14 homework wall charts for $156.64 on 9/20/11 and they were delivered on 9/27/11.
Special guest speaker:  Sally A. Boske, Executive Director CT PTSA.  

· IRS audits:  Many CT PTA’s were audited and 9 lost there tax exempt status.

· PTA is a non-profit corporation and all non-profit organizational laws apply.

· Middlebrook By–Laws need to be reviewed / revised this school year.  99.9 % are IRS regulations to keep tax exempt status.  They are to be used as a tool.  The rest are local processes to guide the PTA.  CT PTA is here to support us and Sally offered her time and guidance to review / revise Middlebrook By-Laws this year with the current PTA.
· If gross $25,000 IRS will fine PTA $800.
· Sally offered assistance to help people honor the tax exempt status and concern Lisa Hughes, and some others, raised on this.

· We are required to do the 990 forms.
· CT PTA can help reduce Accountant fees; maybe we can put that money toward custodial fees for special events.

PTA By-Laws:  (Miriam)
· Current version of the By-laws, dated 5/14/2009, available via the PTA website.  
· All Committed leads and members should have a copy.

· If anyone has questions, feel free to send an email to the Middlebrook PTA.  
· See above.
PTA Committee updates / events:  (All committees are listed, only those who had an update / current event to share provided an update.)
· After School Enrichment: Tracy Franzen / Sandra Miller
· Registration sent out week of 9/19/11.  Programs start the beginning of October.
· Tracy and Sandra advised that they are looking for replacements for next school year as they will not be handling ASE in 2012 -2013.
· Auditing:  Open. 
· Banners:  Janet Grillo

· Board of Education Liaison, TPSLD:  Magda Lowenberg

· TPSLD = Trumbull Parents of Students with Learning Differences.

· Book Fair, Teacher Appreciation: Mary Pearson

· Book Fair is scheduled for 11/15 & 11/16.  The Theme is = Out of the World.
· Cultural Diversity:  Silvia Artia

· Gifts / Sunshine: Enza Bochicchio

· Gift Wrap: Jody McLean or Kelley Mallozzi
· Sale is 9/19/11 – 10/3/11. 

· Father’s Club:  Dean Fabrizio
· 1st meeting 9/20/11 at 7:15 pm.
· Movie Night 9/23/11.
· Working on getting Gazebo built.

· Sound System approved by PTA last year is expected to be installed this week.  A training session will be held for anyone who wants / needs to use.

· Fundraising:  Sara Jane Klingaman
· 5th Grade Activities, Plant Sales:  Sue Kenney

· Holiday Boutique:  Lisa Hughes
· Lisa has many crafts that need to be made in order to sell at the Holiday Boutique.  If you are able to help make something please contact Lisa.

· Yearly Boutique is in December.  The kids love and come to school with money and a gift list and are able to shop / purchase holiday gifts to give to their family / friends.

· Hospitality:  Jenn Delawder or Sandra Miller
· Junior Achievement (J.A.):  Heather Howell – Unable to make mtg, update via email.  J.A. Rep. Beverly Balaz scheduling a mtg for late 9/2011 with all school reps. to work on program timing, which usually runs in spring.
· Kids in Motion:  Cheryl Plumb

· Library / Media Center, Welcoming:  Jennifer Mottolese – unable to make this meeting, provided update via email:
· The Welcoming Committee hosted several dozen Kindergarten families at the Meet & Greet in August.  The children and parents had a wonderful time getting to know each other.  The Kindergarten bus ride-alongs went very well, the 4 mid-day K buses had 1 or 2 parents on the first day, some for the entire first week.  Our New Families Welcoming Reception was cancelled due to Hurricane Irene.  The Kindergarten teachers were delighted to have the Middlebrook magnets we provided to pass out at Back-to-School Night.  They will surely be a valuable resource for years to come.  

· Library Liaison:  Once Mrs. Balzano finalizes the teachers’ book exchange library schedule, she will issue a call for parent volunteers.  I encourage all parents to consider donating some time to our Middlebrook Library.  It is a wonderful opportunity to work with the students and see all our Media Center has to offer.  
· Volunteer forms were provided at this meeting.
· PTA Membership / Directory:  Kim Johnson
· Membership fee: $8 single, $14 Family.  
· Membership list created.  As of this meeting there were 140 members.  As of 9/22 there were 169 members.
· Sally Boske advised that there are membership incentives at end of year. PTA to look into. 
· Middlebrook Directory:  Usually printed in October.
· Newsletter:  Tracy Franzen

· Nominations:  Open

· Publicity:  Annette Wilson

· Reflections, School Enhancements:  Janet Grillo

· Room Coordinators, School Photos:  Lori Lewis

· School Store:  Miriam Wardzala

· Spirit Wear:  Lori Gregory – update provided via email
· Spiritwear is working with a new vendor this year.  They are in the final stages of selecting products for the first sale which is expected to run in the beginning of October.  Students will have an option of 10 different spiritwear products, including t-shirts, sweatshirts and pants.  They are also working on car magnets, which may be a separate sale in November.  Flyers and order forms will be distributed through class and orders will be returned to school.  Items will be distributed to the students when they come in.

· TAY (Trumbull Arts and Youth):  Open

· Wellness:  Sara DiPinto – Initial mtg. with teacher liaison scheduled for 9/21 and will have an update at next PTA mtg.
· Yearbook:  Dawn Paskovich
Goals for the 2011-2012 School Year: (Sara Jane)
· Raise money and find new fundraising opportunities to put money back into school.  If you have any fundraising ideas please contact Sara Jane Klingaman.

PTA Website: (Julie)
· PDF Format works best and should be sent to Virginia Green.  It may take up to 48 hrs to post.
· If a PTA member requires something to be sent to the “Middlebrook PTA” distribution, please send to Miriam Wardzala.
PTA Meetings:  (Julie)
· 2011-2012:  9/19, 10/17, 11/14, 12/19, 1/9, 2/13, 3/26, no mtg in April, 5/21, 6/11 will be the end of year PTA dinner.  Meetings are 7:15–8:15 pm at Middlebrook.
· Chat w/ Pat:  Monthly at 9 am.  First one is 10/12/11 at 9am.  See PTA website.
· If you have an idea for guest speakers this school year please send to the PTA Officers.  

PTA Calendar of events:  Posted to PTA website.
Round Table (All)
· PTA Box in the office.  Welcome your ideas / suggestions.

· Bingo:  Anyone who works the event has to register with the State, volunteers needed.  Please see Gracie Sassano to register and if you have any questions.  Once registered, good forever.  

· Form is posted on the PTA website

· Registering does not commit you to a particular scheduled Bingo event. 

· Thank you to the Hospitality Committee for refreshments tonight, and at the room coordinator meeting.
Adjournment

We look forward to seeing you and working with you at school events and PTA meetings!
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